
	 We are doing some things right in gifted education. We do recognize that compacting the curriculum and offering 
opportunities for independent, focused study are valuable. We do accelerate students by offering courses further along the 
sequence. However, we sometimes stumble when we don’t have the next courses in the sequence available. Magnet schools 
and Governor’s Schools are our ultimate pull-out programs. Gifted students with these opportunities, whether on-site or 
online, have valuable, appropriate experiences. Yet these opportunities are not available everywhere. 
	 The most successful avenue we’ve found for gifted education is the one we use in our athletic programs. Those students 
who are recognized as having kinesthetic gifts, which translates into athletic ability, are engaged in separate training 
programs which nurture their abilities. They’re regularly lauded for their accomplishments and have regular opportunities 
for showcasing their abilities. When their gifts are nurtured to the fullest of their abilities, the opportunities for further 
developing beyond high school are presented. If all our academically and artistically gifted students had opportunities like 
those modeled by athletic programs, we would truly be teaching our gifted students.
	 Teachers often struggle with gifted students, partly because they present in such varied ways. Sometimes gifted behavior is 
hard to notice when focused on following the prescribed pacing timetable to cover content before the SOL tests. The gifted 
child that challenges the regular classroom teacher can be a difficult child, the in-your-face student who is constantly asking 
off-the-subject questions. The distracted child who needs to pay more attention is often more interested in pursuing what 
the teacher mentioned five minutes ago, but which has long been forgotten by other students. The bored, troublesome child 
who needs discipline does not respond to standard discipline because he needs to develop internal discipline, not receive 
external, punitive discipline. The quiet, shy child at the back of the room never answers because she already knows the 
answer and figures she’ll let another student answer.
	 We have students with gifts and abilities ready to be unwrapped, nurtured and developed. Given the appropriate attention 
and opportunity, they will gain the skills and knowledge to realize their individual potential. Our challenge is to correct the 
course from “no child left ahead” to “all children led ahead.” Here are some ways you can help that happen: Teach students, 
not subjects. Remember this, whether you teach third grade or algebra. Gifted students, if they’re interested, may have 
learned more recent developments than you know. Use their interests as springboards for furthering their (and your) learning. 
	 Projects, involving both process and product, are a way of students expressing and you assessing their knowledge. A key 
element of project-based inquiry learning is to provide opportunities for students to pursue their own interests. A good 
example of this is interdisciplinary reading with science and social science assignments. 
	 Important elements in project-based learning:
	 •	 Projects are tangible; they can be reports, demonstrations, experiments, presentations. 
	 •	 Projects should take time. They should be done in stages, including outlines, drafts, feedback, correction/improvement, 

and delivery. 
	 •	 Projects involve skill development as much as knowledge. For this reason, there is a potentially steep learning curve 

which can be frustrating and a real learning experience for a gifted student who has previously “gotten it” easily. 
	 •	 The most important part of the project may be the process rather than the product. 
														                         continued on page 11 
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	 Use gifted projects as opportunities for piloting activities that may beappropriate for all students. Some of my best programs, 
particularly in social studies, were initially presented for a gifted audience, then adapted for the mainstream classroom.
	 “Personal best” is a valuable athletic mindset, a concept in track events that bears transference to gifted education. For a 
student to recognize that what she or he is learning is for their own self-interest, self-improvement, and self-worth is a 

valuable lesson. This allows the student to recognize that there is “room for improvement,” which likely will be the 
most constructive comment that a teacher can give to a gifted student. This also assists in the development of internal 
motivation, which is the only motivation that really works, as well as internal discipline, which is also the only 
discipline that really works.
	     Failure is an important learning tool for all students, particularly gifted students who are often perfectionists. 
Children need to learn, from the earliest age, how to fail. Many students have developed a fear of failing, partly because 
passing and failing are the only options in our educational system. We're getting better at recognizing that there are 
different learning styles and different intelligences and these differences may be spread throughout your classes. 
     Differentiation: I think we’ve all been through a variety of professional development programs on this. I recognize its 
difficulty, because it can become “one more thing.” Consider it “one different thing.” Remember the value of pre-testing. 
Evaluating what students already know and don’t know guides the remainder of the lesson. If you can carve out 
opportunities for compacting the curriculum because students already grasp some concepts, you have time for project and 
in-depth learning. The shelves of most libraries are valuable sources for differentiated instruction. Many of the nonfiction 
books, particularly the historical ones, are often unused but still have very useful information. Allow the different 
projects to be in lieu of, not in addition to, the regular assignment. This is what differentiated instruction means.
	Rubrics can be introduced early as a tool for development, improvement and evaluation. Uses of multiple criteria for 
evaluation, a tenet of gifted education evaluation, can also be a valuable “yardstick” within the classroom. Recognize 
that a single test is not going to determine or evaluate what a student knows or is able to do, and have criteria as to 
how the student is going to be evaluated. 
	 Skills for learning are required for independent study and, for some reason, we usually expect that the student 
gained those skills earlier. But it takes practice. In self-directed and project learning, the important aspects of editing 
and self-correcting can be very difficult for students. Many gifted students who are cruising through school have 
become very hurried and, in the process, very sloppy. This shows in their handwriting, their visual presentation, and 
their inquiry. Someone has to help them sharpen their skills. Encourage and require drafts and re-doing and editing. 
Encourage and require sketches and mock-ups before the final product. Please, please, do not post projects with 
misspelled words.
	 Know your students’ past and anticipate their future. This considers what they have already learned and 
experienced in previous grades, including what activities have been successfully matched to their learning style and 
abilities. Know that in the future, if compacting and acceleration have occurred, you will have to accommodate and 
continue the acceleration. This may require school-wide and school system adaptation, but it will work for the better 
in the long run. 									                    continued on page 12
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	 Reality-what a concept! This is for all classrooms: Tie your lessons to daily relevance. If students can see a use for the day’s 
lesson or can relate to something they learned during the day on the bus ride home, you have hooked the student into 
learning. Otherwise, lessons can be random activities lost in a sea of stimulation. 		             
	 Emotions are real. This is a point that influences all other suggestions. The social and emotional needs of gifted students 
are very real, sometimes heightened, and often hidden. Gifted students’ heightened sensitivity to the needs of others may 
indicate that they have a heightened need for attention themselves. Often, the students’ peers will be ones who will alert 
adults to this need. Alertness to changes in mood and attitude is something all teachers need. Social stigmas and social 
perceptions within students’ still-developing brains mean they sometimes act in unexpected ways. We must respond in an 
understanding and, hopefully, supportive manner.

Students Soar
continued from page 11

VAG Newsletter Dates and Deadlines
	 The VAG Newsletter is published online four times each year. Deadlines for items are May 15, August 15 and  
November 15 and February 15. We invite you to submit your suggestions and/or articles you have written and would like 
to share with VAG members through this newsletter. Parents and teachers are especially encouraged to submit their 
children’s original creative writing pieces. Email articles or photographs to vagifted@comcast.net or mail to VAG,  
P. O. Box 26212, Richmond, VA 23260-6212. Black and white or color prints can be used, but will not be returned to you.

Visit our web site – www.vagifted.org

Name __________________________________________________ Address ________________________________________________

City ______________________________________  State ____________  Zip _________________   Fax No. ___________________________

Home Phone ________________ Work Phone ______________________ E-mail __________________________________________

Check as appropriate:

_____ Parent __________________________________________________ (Name of school division your child/children attend)

_____ Professional ______________________________________________ (Name of school division where you are employed)  

_____ 1 Year $20.00   _____ 2 Years $35.00   _____ New Member   _____ Renewal – Membership No.____________________________

VAG Membership Application



	 The Virginia Association for the Gifted (VAG) will host the 14th Virginia  
Conference on Gifted Education for learners of all ages and professions. We  
promise to stimulate your thinking, extend your knowledge base, and provide  
opportunities for you to network and share ideas. The following goals will guide  
us in delivering to each of you a conference filled with many, varied offerings to meet your unique learning needs as a parent or educator:

•	 To provide innovative strategies and best practices for educating gifted learners
•	 To share ideas about how to challenge gifted learners within the SOL and NCLB frameworks
•	 To facilitate networking opportunities
•	 To explore exhibits with the latest materials

Pre-conference for Thursday, October 20, 2011 – 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Choose one from these four sessions:

1•	Total School Cluster Grouping: A Research-based Model for Improving Student Achievement, Identification 
Equity, and Teacher Practices

	 Marcia Gentry, Ph.D., Director of Education Resource Institute and Professor of Educational Studies at Perdue University
	 Target Audience: Teachers and Administrators K-6

	 	 Total School Cluster Grouping (TSCG) is an effective, research-based programming model for use in 
schools. By focusing on differentiation and flexible grouping, it provides full-time services to gifted 
students and benefits all students and teachers in the school. Research on TSCG has shown that student 
achievement increases, teachers widely implement gifted education strategies with all students, more 
students are identified as high-achieving, and fewer students are identified as low-achieving (including 
students from economically disadvantaged families and diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds). 
Participants will learn why and how to successfully implement TSCG and leave with site-specific tools  
to increase the achievement and motivation of all learners, while providing the academic challenge  
and individual responsiveness essential to gifted learners.	

	 Dr. Gentry’s research has focused on the use of cluster grouping and differentiation; the application  
of gifted education pedagogy to improve teaching and learning; student perceptions school, and on  
non-traditional services and underserved populations—areas in which she has over 50 publications.  
She developed and studied the Total School Cluster Grouping Model and is engaged in continued research on its effects concerning 
student achievement and identification and on teacher practices, most recently beginning a five-year, national scale-up study with 
110 schools across the county funded by the Javits program. Dr. Gentry is concluding a three-year study of the effects of enrichment 
programming on children from low-income families. She currently works with colleagues to make developing talents among Native 
American children a national priority.

2•	Curriculum for Underserved Populations: Implications of Research for Practice
	 Kimberley L. Chandler, Ph.D., Center for Gifted Education, College of William & Mary
	 Target Audience: Teachers and Administrators K-12	
		  In order for the needs of underserved gifted students to be addressed effectively, it is essential that 

curriculum interventions be designed and delivered in specific ways. In this session, the presenter will 
delineate the key elements of research-based interventions so that practitioners will have an easy 
reference for directing their efforts. The session will include information regarding the efficacy of  
various curriculum interventions with this target population, including a review of the extant  
materials and their common features. The presenter will also share practical, evidence-based 
recommendations that have been derived from the research for use by various stakeholders.

	 Dr. Chandler is the Curriculum Director at the Center for Gifted Education at the College of William and Mary. Kimberley 
completed her Ph.D. in Educational Policy, Planning, and Leadership with an emphasis in gifted education at the College of William 

The 14th Virginia Conference on Gifted Education
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and Mary. Her professional background includes teaching gifted students in a variety of settings, serving as an administrator of a 
school district gifted program, providing professional development training for teachers and administrators, and leading academic 
review teams for the Virginia Department of Education. She has also taught gifted education endorsement courses for The College  
of William and Mary, the University of Virginia, the College of Charleston, and CaseNEX, Inc. She has conducted workshops on a 
variety of topics for parents, teachers, and administrators in numerous states and in several foreign countries. Kimberley is the past 
chair of the NAGC Early Childhood Network, co-chair of the NAGC Education Committee, and Member-at-Large Representative  
of the AERA Research on Giftedness and Talent SIG. 

3•	Crafting the Warp and the Weft: Weaving Vertically and Horizontally Aligned Educational Service Options  
for Gifted Learners

	 Gail Fischer Hubbard and Joan Brownlee, Prince William County Public Schools
	 Target Audience: Teachers and Administrators K-12	
	 	 Developing and maintaining continuous and sequential services for gifted learners in a school 
division with limited resources can be a daunting task. Learn how one school system uses collegial 
agreement on big ideas and concepts to construct vertical alignment of educational service options and 
carefully designed templates, rubrics, and plans to structure horizontal alignment of service options. 
Procedures for assessing academic growth are an integral component of the design. Participants will 
receive copies of the templates, the rubrics, and the plans used to weave a design for continuous and 
sequential gifted education service options as well as the assessment procedures developed to assess 
academic growth in gifted learners.

	 Mrs. Hubbard has been the Supervisor of Gifted Education for Prince William County Public Schools 
since 1986. Before that time, she was a high school gifted education resource teacher for a decade. Mrs. 
Hubbard has served as the President of Northern Virginia Council for Gifted/Talented Education, as 
President of the Virginia Association for the Gifted, as Chairperson of the Virginia Consortium of 
Administrators of Gifted Programs, and as Chairperson of the Virginia Advisory Committee for the 
Education of the Gifted.   
	 Mrs. Hubbard received her A.B. from Bryn Mawr College and her Masters of Arts in Teaching from 
Harvard University. She taught in Washington, D. C., in Niagara Falls, New York, and in Ithaca, New York 
before moving to Virginia.

	 Mrs. Brownlee has been the Gifted Education Specialist for Prince William County Public Schools since 
2005. Prior to that she was a gifted education resource teacher  in Prince William County. Ms. Brownlee is 
the author of The Products Toolbag, a rubric-based assessment tool for grades kindergarten through grade 
eight. She is a co-author of Geofinity, a math adventure for elementary students. Ms. Brownlee serves as 
treasurer for the Northern Virginia Council for Gifted/Talented Education. 

 	 	 Ms. Brownlee received a B.A. from Washington Universirty in St. Louis. She also holds a Masters of 
Liberal Studies from Mary Washington College and a Masters of Arts in Education from George Mason University.

4•	Assessing for Growth in the 21st Century
	 Carol V. Horn, Ph.D., Fairfax County Public Schools
	 Target Audience: Teachers and Administrators K-12		
	 	 How do we account for the achievement and progress of gifted learners in today's classrooms? How do 

you design an assessment system that incorporates 21st Century skills and accommodates high levels of 
performance?  Participants will explore and identify criteria for student performance that documents in-
depth knowledge, an advanced application of skills, and a deep understanding of the content, issues, and 
problems inherent in a field, subject area, or discipline.  They will discover how high quality curriculum, 
complex performances, real-world applications, and/or simulations may be integrated into the learning 
process to prepare students for the challenges of the 21st century and to document and report advanced 
intellectual growth.

	 Dr. Horn is coordinator of Advanced Academic Programs for Fairfax County Public Schools in Northern 
Virginia. She has worked in gifted education for over 20 years and is a National Board Certified Teacher. 
Carol has a Master of Education in Educational Psychology with an Emphasis on Gifted from the University  
of Virginia and a doctorate in Teacher Preparation and Special Education from The George Washington University. She is the 2002 
recipient of the Hollingsworth Award from the National Association for Gifted Children for outstanding research study in the field 
of gifted education. Dr. Horn has worked extensively to develop and implement the Young Scholars model, a comprehensive 
approach to finding and nurturing advanced academic potential in young learners from underrepresented populations. In 2010  
she received the first Outstanding Leader Award by the Center of Gifted Education at the College of William and Mary.
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Friday and Saturday Conference Sessions for Parents, Teachers, and Administrators
	 	 Over 90 sessions presented by educators from across the Commonwealth, focusing on an array of offerings including 

differentiation strategies to enhance the fine arts, language arts, social studies, mathematics, science and technology; meeting the 
needs of students through an understanding of social-emotional and special populations issues; and examining staff development 
training. On Friday there will be a special strand of sessions for administrators of gifted programs and on Saturday a special strand 
for parents of gifted learners will be offered.

Friday Conference Day, October 21, 2011 – 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
8:00 a.m. – Keynote Address – Sally M. Reis, Ph.D., University of Connecticut
Why Gifted and Enrichment Programs Make a Difference in Students' Lives

	 	 Several recent studies provide compelling evidence about the difference that gifted programs make  
in the lives of children and youth. This keynote presents exciting evidence that gifted programs can 
profoundly influence the lives of our students and suggests ways to help students develop their gifts  
and talents by focusing on their strengths and interests.

	 Dr. Reis is a Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor and a Teaching Fellow in the Educational 
Psychology Department at the University of Connecticut where she also serves as Principal Investigator 
for the National Research Center on the Gifted and Talented. She was a teacher for 15 years, 11 of which 
were spent working with students on the elementary, junior high, and high school levels. She has 
authored more than 250 articles, books, book chapters, and monographs and technical reports. 

 	 	 Her research interests are related to enrichment and differentiation of instruction, as well as under-achievement. She is also 
interested in special populations of gifted and talented students, including:  students with learning disabilities, gifted females  
and diverse groups of talented students.  She has spent most of her career helping to implement Schoolwide Enrichment Model 
programs for both gifted and talented students and as a way to expand offerings and provide general enrichment to identify talents  
and potentials in students who have not been previously identified as gifted.  

	 	 She has traveled extensively conducting workshops and providing professional development for school districts on gifted 
education, enrichment programs, and talent development programs. She is a past President of the National Association for Gifted 
Children and a Fellow of the American Psychological Association. 

Saturday Conference Day, October 22, 2011 – 8:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.
8:45 a.m. – Mini-keynote Address – Tracy L. Cross, Ph.D., College of William and Mary
The Social and Emotional Development of Gifted Students

		  This presentation will introduce issues in the social and emotional development of gifted students. 
Identity formation, perfectionism, feelings of difference, and unchallenging school work will be 
emphasized. Common coping strategies will also be presented. Strategies and techniques for helping 
parents will conclude the session.

	 Dr. Cross is the Jody and Layton Smith Professor of Psychology and Gifted Education and the Executive 
Director of the William and Mary Center for Gifted Education. Previously he served as the George and 
Frances Ball Distinguished Professor of Psychology and Gifted Studies in Teachers College at Ball State 
University and as the Associate Dean for Graduate Studies, Research, and Assessment. He is the editor  
of the Journal for the Education of the Gifted and president emeritus of CEC TAG. For nine years he  
served as the Executive Director of the Indiana Academy for Science, Mathematics and Humanities, a 
residential high school for gifted adolescents. He has published four books, well over 100 articles and 
book chapters and received the distinguished service award from both the National Association for Gifted Children and the Council 
for Exceptional Children division, The Association for the Gifted.

Special Parent Strand on Saturday, October 22 
Attend the conference strand for parents on Saturday, October 22, 8:45 a.m. - 12:15 p.m., for only $30 per person.  
See registration form for sign-up.

Exhibits
Exhibits will be open throughout the conference on Friday and Saturday.

Sally M. Reis

Tracy Cross
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(Please print or type)                         	 Registration is Limited 	

Name _________________________________ 	 Membership #__________________________   	 Attending Conference primarily as:
Address ___________________________________________________________________________      ___	 Teacher	 ___	 Student  
___________________________________________________________________________________	 ___	 Parent 	 ___	 Administrator 
City & State __________________________________________________  Zip ________________    	 ___	 Other _____________________________
Home Phone (_______)  ________________________________________ Work Phone (_______)  _________________________________________ 
E-mail Address ________________________________________________ School Division _______________________________________________
(Confirmation of registration will only be made to e-mail addresses.)

VAG Cancellation Policy – To receive a refund, cancellations must be received in writing by the VAG office no later than October 6, 
2011. All refunds are subject to a $25 processing fee and will be issued after January 1, 2012. 
		  VAG Member	 Non-Member	 Total 
                                                                (Postmarked before Oct. 1)     (After Oct. 1)          (Before Oct. 1)     (After Oct. 1)
Total Conference Package
Thursday-Saturday                   	 $225	 $250	 $255	 $280	  $_______
(Includes Thursday Pre-Conference Sessions, Friday and Saturday Conference Sessions,  
Friday morning coffee/pastries, luncheon and Saturday continental breakfast)

Thursday Only (1:00 - 4:00 p.m.)	 $290	 $115	 $120	 $145	  $_______

Thursday Sessions – Choose One:
____ (1)	Total School Cluster Grouping: A Research-based model for improving student achievement, identification equity, and  
		  teacher practices
____ (2)	Curriculum for Underserved Populations: Implications of Research for Practice
____ (3)	Crafting the Warp and the Weft: Weaving Vertically and Horizontally Aligned Educational Service Options for Gifted Learners
____ (4)	Assessing Growth in the 21st Century

Friday (8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.)    	 $195	 $220	 $225	 $250	 $_______
and Saturday (8:45 a.m.- 12:15 p.m.)
(Includes Friday and Saturday Conference Sessions, Friday morning coffee/pastries, luncheon and Saturday continental breakfast)

Special Parent Registration for Saturday Only (No Meals and No Refunds) $30	 	 $_______

VAG Dues: __1 year/$20     __2 years/$35     __ Member Renewal     __ New Member		 $_______
(Please mail your membership application with your conference payment and conference registration form.)

Membership Number __________________ (Must include membership number for member rate; will be verified)  
If you wish to join VAG and receive the member discount, please send your payment and membership application (on page 12)  
with your conference registration.

Total Payment Due:	 $_______
Method of Payment: 	 Please make checks payable to:   	 VAG
_____Personal Check #___________                           	 Send registration and payment to:    VAG Conference Registration
_____School District Check #__________                                                                              	 PO Box 26212
_____School District Purchase Order #___________                                                             	 Richmond, VA 23260-0212
Please note:	 1.	 Purchase orders are accepted in good faith that a check for full payment will be received within 30 days.
	 	 	 	 2.	 Mail-in registrations will not be accepted after October 6, 2011.
                     	3.	 On-site registrations may not include meals.  
                     	4.	 Hotel reservations must be made directly with the Williamsburg Marriott: 757-220-2500 or 800-442-3654. 

Credit Cards accepted with On-line Registration.

Hotel Reservations: (Please note that check-in for the hotel will begin after 4:00 p.m. – You will not be able to check-in prior to the  
1:00 p.m. pre-conference session on Thursday.) For hotel reservations at the Marriott Hotel, call 757-220-2500 or toll free 800-442-3654. 
Ask for Virginia Association for the Gifted Seminar room block. Single and double rooms will cost $138 plus applicable taxes.  
Reserve your room on-line at www.vagifted@comcast.net. The cut-off date for hotel reservations is Thursday, September 29, 2011.

Directions: I-64 (East or West) towards Williamsburg; Take exit 242-A to Rt. 60 East; turn right at 4th light (Kingsmill Road) off Route 
60 East.

Conference Registration Form

Conference Fees
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